Sink-Rate Measurement Checklist

Preparation Checks
· Weather

· low inversion level (< 2000 ft)

· low wind shear aloft

· humidity aloft (test variable)

· Determine tow height needed

Cockpit Checks
· Battery charge

· Logger working

· Thermometer working

· Timer working

· Camcorder working and aimed

· Notepad and pens

· speed-run sequence

· temperatures

· comments on data quality
· Same cockpit load/gross weight

Tow
· Retract gear at 1000 ft to speed high tows
· Tow upwind and away from commercial traffic lanes

Per Speed Run
· Record speed run number

· Record temperature

· Pitch up/down (notch the barograph) to identify start of run in IGC file
· Seek target speed
· Enunciate speed for camcorder

· Hold speed precisely for 45-60 seconds minimum quality time

· Record and enunciate quality issues

· speed control issues

· unsteady variometer

· turbulence/shaking

· Cease taking data when air becomes rough

